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1. Analyses supply and pricing movement of 
Australian cattle, sheep & goat markets

2. Commenting on cattle herd rebuild, flock 
growth, price performance and export 
markets

3. Born and bred in Tamworth, from a beef 
and sheep background. 
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June Cattle Projections 2022



Key Takeaways

2



The National herd



Assumptions



Slaughter

Spring 2020 & Autumn 2021 calves reach processor weights



Carcase weights & production



Pasture availability & high prices drive cwt’s

Continuation of strong seasons, 
for southern systems are lifting 

overall processor turnoff carcase 
weights 





Key Macro Issues 

Inflation



Eastern Young Cattle Indicator



• Growth of 55% YoY

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/0ee55d01-6c55-42e0-aba2-a2fc34362c7e/?pbi_source=PowerPoint


The market in 2022 

• 953/kg cwt 



July Sheep Projections 2022



Key takeaways

2

3



The National flock

• 8% or 5.4m head 
growth on 2021 volume

• Highest since 2009
• Up 12% on 2021 level

2016 – 1yr 
7% or 4.5m

2021 – 23 
3yrs 

12% or 8.2m 



Key weather assumptions



Marking rates & producer intentions to 
drive growth

31%

64%



Lamb slaughter

Marking rates          larger breeding flock • Larger lamb cohort
• Higher turnoff volumes



Sheep slaughter

2023 sheep slaughter to 
7.5m head demonstrates 
flock growth has 
matured, seeing ewe 
turnoff increase



Carcase weights & production

Sheep

• CWT decline to 25.1kg/hd

• Large slaughter uptick to 
drive production volumes 
above 188,000 tonnes in 
2023



Key Macro Issues 

Inflation



https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/0ee55d01-6c55-42e0-aba2-a2fc34362c7e/?pbi_source=PowerPoint


• Accounts for 35% 
of total exports

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/0ee55d01-6c55-42e0-aba2-a2fc34362c7e/?pbi_source=PowerPoint


The market in 2022 

• 845c/kg cwt

Medium
• 785c/kg cwt

• 714c/kg cwt



Foot & Mouth / Lumpy Skin Disease Webinar 



Questions?



Disclaimer
Care is taken to ensure the accuracy of the information contained in this publication. However MLA cannot 
accept responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of the information or opinions contained in the 
publication. You should make your own enquiries before making decisions concerning your interests. MLA 
accepts no liability for any losses incurred if you rely solely on this publication.

Information contained in this publication is obtained from a variety of third party sources. To the best of 
MLA’s knowledge the information accurately depicts existing and likely future market demand. However, 
MLA has not verified all third party information, and forecasts and projections are imprecise and subject to a 
high degree of uncertainty. 

MLA makes no representations and to the extent permitted by law excludes all warranties in relation to the 
information contained in this publication. MLA is not liable to you or to any third party for any losses, costs or 
expenses, including any direct, indirect, incidental, consequential, special or exemplary damages or lost 
profit, resulting from any use or misuse of the information contained in this publication.

Full terms of use at www.mla.com.au

http://www.mla.com.au/
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