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Why Farm Fire Units?
› It all began with Farmers

› Expertise in Land Management

› Sir Ivan Fire 2017 

› Relationships are very poor in some areas (Farmers, 
Brigades, Districts)



What is a Farm Fire Unit?

Farm Fire Units are defined as;

› Vehicles and equipment or machinery (including 
tankers) owned or operated by landowners or 
community members that may be used to help contain, 
suppress or reduce the effects of a fire



Farm Fire Unit Project

› Operational Guide, Flyer and Commitment are finalised

› Legal work completed around personal protection and 
liability 

› RFS working with NSW Transport on privately owned 
unregistered vehicles – Review Service Standard 5.3.3



How are Farmers Covered?
The Workers Compensation (Bush Fire, Emergency and 
Rescue Services) Act 1987
Who is covered by the scheme?

› NSW RFS members; and

› non-members (including FFU operators) engaged in 
fighting a bush fire with the consent of, or under the 
authority and supervision of, a NSW RFS officer.



Priorities 

Private Vehicles
› NSW RFS, Transport NSW and other relevant 

Government agencies to work on issues around the 
use of private fire vehicles eg conditional registration, 
safety and liability

› Review NSW RFS Service Standard 5.3.3 Annual 
Inspection of Unregistered RFS Vehicles, Trailers and 
Plant and progress any required changes.









Benefits of the NSW Farmer relationship

› NSW Farmers have significantly led with NSW RFS on 
the FFU Project and Commitment 

› Increased farmer engagement across NSW, with much 
more to come

› Working towards collaborative leadership and direction 
from all levels – Brigade, Districts, Areas and State HQ




