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Pasture Improvement Plans



 Assess status of your pastures 

 Post drought - what has survived?

– Pasture species – perennial content 

– Weeds - perennial, annuals

– Pasture quality, legume content

– Sustainability - ground cover, litter, soil 

 What do you need, what are your goals

– Production - stock requirements

– Improve condition of pdk

A successful plan needs good data  



Assess for success 

 Various pasture assessment methods 

 Benchmarks 

– Established pasture 

 Temperate species: 8 – 12 plants/m2

 Tropical species: 1 – 9 plants/m² 

Native perennials: 8 – 15 plants/m² 

– Establishing pasture

25 grass seedlings & 15 clover seedlings/m²



Production & sustainability indicators



Paddock Status Options Priority

Degraded, substantial 
loss of introduced 
perennials (<4 
plants/m2), heavy 
weed invasion

Annual forage crop, short-term pasture, weed 
control for 2-3 years before re-sowing pasture. 
Develop a re-sow plan. 

High
Select the most 
arable & fertile 
paddocks first 

Partial loss of 
perennial grasses (4-8 
plants/m2), some 
weed invasion, 
legume recovery likely 

Seasonal weed control, direct drill to increase 
perennial/legume content. Address soil 
fertility. Strategic grazing management

Moderate 
Continue to 
monitor

High survival of 
perennial grasses ≥6-8 
plants/m2), poor 
legume survival poor-
moderate legume 
survival, some weed 
invasion

Re-introduce legume (sod/broadcast). 
Selective weed removal. Address soil fertility 
issues. Strategic grazing management. 

Moderate 
Continue to 
monitor

Draw up a priority list for pasture renovation

Modified from NSW DPI Drought Recovery Guide 



When you need to re-sow

Modified from NSW DPI Drought Recovery Guide 

 Plan, plan & plan with your advisor

– Have clear goals – what is the purpose of the pasture?

– Pre sowing weed control (treat your pasture like a crop)

– Species selection

– Address soil fertility issues 

– Sowing method (timing, depth) 

– Seed quality 

– Maximise your legumes – get inoculation right

– Pest & disease control

– Post establishment weed management 

– Grazing management 
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Addressing Soil Fertility 

- Representative sample 
- Analysis from an accredited lab
- Interpretation - trained advisor   



Why conduct a soil test

 Diagnosis of problem areas

 Nutrient status  - major elements

 On-going monitor of fertility status



Lovegrass Paddock results 




