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Diseases of Livestock Associated with  

Spring/Summer Pasture



A few basic thoughtséé

ÅAnimals eat all sorts of plants + weeds + soil

ÅPlants have different needs from animals

ÅPlant composition - varies with age

ÅRumen microbes need time to adapt = 10-14d

ÅPlants metabolism - varies with weather

ÅPasture = food + parasites, poisons, infections, snakes

ÅK induces mineral imbalance

ÅSunlight / weather

ÅChange is biggest threat



Disease groups

Å infectious disease 

Å deficiency disease

Å heredity disease

Å physiological disease

Å poisons

Å Causal organism

Å Endemic diseases 

ï on a property

ï in a region

ï in Australia

Å Exotic diseases

ï from overseas

ï Transboundary diseases

Å Zoonoses



Holistic 

Epidemiology

Population

Environment

Agent

Plant + Animal
Species, Breed-Age-Sex
Resistance 

(natural or acquired)
Nutritional status

Bacteria, Virus, Rickettsia
Moulds and fungi, Prions,
Parasites, Toxins 
Life cycle + incubation period

National + Local
Soil, Hygiene, Carriers, 
Pests, Boundaries, 
Livestock Movement, 
Treatments, Quarantine

RISK
MANAGEMENT



Grouping based on - Cause

ÅDigestion Upsets

ÅGut diseases

ÅPlant poisons

ÅMetabolic diseases

ÅPasture issues

ÅWater

ÅFungi

ÅParasites / flies

ÅOther diseases



Syndromes seen by Producers

ÅFaecal abnormality ïDiarrhoea / constipation 

ÅBloat ïabnormal abdomen shape

ÅDeath ïsudden  / slow

ÅNervous disease ïtetanus, twitching, posture 

ÅSkin disease ïred, sore, lumps, scabs

ÅIll -thrift ïpoor production

ÅReproduction ïlambing, calving, cleansing

ÅLameness ïfoot, leg, CNS

ÅRespiratory ïcoughs, discharges

ÅEyes ïred, yellow, weeping, cancer

ÅLumps ïabscess, growth, urine, 



Basic Anatomy



Anatomy ïBelly shape



Temperatureéé

Animal
Body Temperature

(oC)
Pulse

(beats per minute)
Respiration

(breaths per minute)

Sheep 38.9 75   (60 ς120) 16 (12 ς20)

Cattle 38.6 70   (40 ς100) 31 (27 ς40)

Goat 39.3 90   (70 ς135) 19

Horse 37.8 44   (23 -70) 12 (11 ς14)

Alpaca 39.5 75  (60-90) 25 (20 ς30)



Digestion Cattle, Sheep and Goats



Faeces


